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as an encouragement to persist in that conformity : it is therefore in place, only when we deserve it; and, conscious as we must be, since the state of innocence was lost, of deserving nothing, or far less than the least which we receive, we should be ashamed to seek or to take what is not really ours. If we do so, we are taking a kind of mean advantage of God; and because He faithfully adheres to the order of nature, which He established for an innocent race, we snatch from Him the good prepared for guiltless souls, and put a violence upon His justice. It cannot be expected that this will remain unredressed: it is rendered possible now by the union of body and mind in the same nature; when death dissolves the union, the reckoning with the mind will be made straight. Of this moral disqualification for any large volume of pleasure a secret suspicion, if not a clear conr sciousness, lurks in us all; so that a shadow of uneasiness and anxiety steals over the plenitude of happiness; and in ome at least of our bitterest pains, as in those of contrition, there is a dawning light of peace. For these reasons those who do not yet identify all good with God, and habitually refer it to the invisible hand that dispenses it, will do well^ while avowing that happiness is always in itself good, often to turn aside from it into a more thorny path \
The love of pleasure is followed by Malebranche from the ethical into the speculative field, and made responsible for the same misdirection of intellectual power, the same inaptitude for abstract thinking, the same feeble sense of the demonstrated existence of God, which he has already charged upon the first type of natural inclination. In support of his argument he enters into a defence, more acute than satisfactory, of Descartes5 a priori proof of the existence of God: with the exception of this episode, he moves entirely on lines of thought which we have already traced2.
1  De Inquirenda Veritate, IV. 10.
2  Ibid. IV. ii.   As usual, when he wants an example of human ignorance and slavery to sensible impressions, he cites in this chapter